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The Editor in Chief has retracted this article because of 
multiple overlaps between panels in Figs.  5a and c and 
6d of the article and those in rows p-STAT3, HIF-1a and 
Cyclin D1 of Fig.  5 in a previously-published paper by 
different authors [1, now retracted]. The authors did not 
respond to the journal’s requests to send raw data and 
evidence that ethics approval had been obtained before 
the commencement of the study. The Editor in Chief has, 
therefore, lost confidence in the integrity of the article’s 
findings. The authors did not respond to any correspon-
dence from the Editor about this retraction.
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